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Abstract

After Year 2000, there has been a wave of actions to build museums in the Chinese
community in Malaysia. In past research, researchers believed that museums were
tools of cultural resistances organized by Chinese societies in response of the
implementation of National Cultural Policy since 1970’s. This research focuses on the
reasons and how the Malaysian Chinese society started to build museums, organizing
fund-raising activities, in order to understand the relationship between Chinese
museums and traditional Chinese organizations. The aim of this research is to discuss
organizational transformation and development in the study of traditional overseas
Chinese associations, in this case, the transformation of Malaysian Chinese
organizations. This research is mainly based on the anthropological field study
method, with participant observation and in-depth interview as the main research
method, supplemented by literature research. The preliminary discovery of this
research is that the Malaysian Chinese community has begun to emerge with new
types of Chinese museum associations or organizations, in response of the new
socio-economic condition in Malaysia. With the establishment of these new types of
Chinese organization, the dynamism of traditional Chinese organization has been
further affected, forcing traditional Chinese organizations (such as Hokkien
association, Hakka association, etc.) to join the act of building museums. As a
conclusion, the Malaysian Chinese community began to use the museum as a public
cultural institution to play the role of civic engagement, fill in the gaps in official
history, and create a new public sphere.

Key words: historical discourse; Chinese museums; Chinese Association;
organizational transformation and development; cultural and heritage preservation
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